
Inward & Outward Effectiveness of Cloth 
Masks, A Surgical Mask, & a Face Shield

The New York Times described NanoEarth’s 
Deputy Director Linsey Marr as “one of the 
world’s leading experts on airborne transmission 
of viruses” and has relied on her heavily for their 
coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition 
to performing research on the efficacy of 
homemade masks, she has been a key public-
health figure in the fight against COVID-19 for 
numerous media outlets and has been active on 
Twitter (@linseymarr) to keep the public 
informed. She excels at taking complicated 
scientific concepts and describing them in a way 
that the general public understands. For 
example, to help people visualize the aerosols 
we generate by breathing, she compares them 
to cigarette smoke and when asked about indoor 
versus outdoor air, she developed an analogy of 
putting a drop of dye into a glass of water 
(indoors) versus into the ocean (outdoors).
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